ZION'’S CHRISTIAN YOUTH &
FAMILY MINISTRIES NEWSLETTER

theParentLink

2009

Taking Care of God’s Earth

With all the talk about global warming and the “greening” of America, children are
bombarded with environmental messages. And while it's important to teach kids to
take care of God'’s Earth, it’s even more important to help them understand why.

From a young age, children can know that God made all things—including them. As
the Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it. The world and all its
people belong to him” (Psalm 24:1). We conserve natural resources because God has

made us caretakers of his creation. It’s our job!

While we are eagerly awaiting spring- it is an ideal time for
your family to discuss the environment from a Christian

perspective:

Read the Bible’s creation account (Genesis 1-2) and

~

other verses about God’s provision. Talk about how God
/' designed each of us (Psalm 139:13-16), is in charge of the
stars (Isaiah 40:26), cares for the birds and flowers (Matthew
6:25-30), and so on.

Together, note good and bad examples of being God’s caretakers of Earth.

Point out how litter impacts our environment. Make your children aware of
wastefulness at home and in your neighborhood.

Brainstorm ways that your family can pitch in to care for the planet. If you
don't already, recycle your discards. Pitch in at the church work parties, watch the
Horizon for upcoming work dates at Zion. Plant trees or bushes to commemorate

special occasions and events.

Talk to God with your kids:

1. Thank God for all the wonderful
things God created.

2. Thank God for caring for your family
and all of nature.

3. Ask God to give your family a healthy
respect for the Earth.

4. Ask God to help your family use

resources wisely.

Cleaning Up Our Act

Americans generate a lot of trash, but many of us make sure the
refuse gets reused:
e Each year, a typical family consumes 182 gallons of soda,
104 gallons of milk, and 26 gallons of bottled water.
e Americans recycle about 45 percent of all their paper and 31
percent of all their trash. We recycle 1.75 billion pounds of
plastic each year.

The energy saved by recycling one aluminum can will operate a television for three
hours. That's also the equivalent of half a gallon of gasoline.

Check out our Christian Youth
and Family Ministries
newsletter online at Zion’s
website www.zionkent.org.
You’ll also find a link to the

ParentLink®™ media

information on the latest music,
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and video

games for © &
children NOW

and teens. (Online!



http://www.zionkent.org/

AT THE

LORD'S TABLE

During the season of Lent the
second graoe students will be
preparing for First
Communion.

Flrst Communion classes will
be March 15% and March 2244
during the sunday sehool
hour. Parents and godparents
ave bnvited to joln thelr
children as they prepare to

recelve this Sacrament.

Thursday March 265 at
&:00 pre we will celebrate the
vitual of a Seder Menl. Please
contact Kristina callia at
425, 221.0429 to help with

this enriching opportunity.

Mareh 29% during the
Sunday sehool hour join us in
the Sanctuary for pictures
and final instruction. Flrst
Communlon Will be at the
11:00 awm worship service with

a reception following,.

Do your children know where the world came from—and who
made them? Use the questions below to get kids talking about
God’s creation and their role in caring for it. Ask:

1. What are your favorite things that God has made and why?

2. If God had asked you to name all the animals in the Garden of
Eden, what names would you have chosen?

3. What do you suppose God thinks when people mess up his
creation?

4. If you could give people a message from God about taking care of
the Earth, what would you say?

— More news about the
e ||\ / ANNUAL CYFM SILENT AUCTION
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Preschool - Third grade will be putting together a “Baking
Madness” basket. Students are asked to bring one item to help fill the basket. Some
ideas are Crisco shortening sticks, oven mitts, chocolate chips, sprinkles, cake flour,
cookie sheets, spatulas, wooden spoons, efc...

Sunday April 26, 2009

Fourth - sixth grade students will be filling the “Fun & Games” basket. Ideas
include board games, card games, balls, quiz books, jump ropes, sidewalk chalk, etc.

Godly Play students please turn your donation in by March 22 to your group shepherd.

FaithAlive! girls will be filling a “Spa” basket. Ideas include bubble bath, lotion, bath
pillows, nail polish, candles, foot cream, etc.

FatihAlive! boys will be assembling a “Tool Time” box. Ideas include hammer, nails,
tape measure, putty, crazy glue, picture hooks, etc.

FaithAlive! students please turn your donation in by March 22 to your small group leader.

Beginning March 29t look for the CYFM auction table in the Fellowship Hall.
Students will be selling chairs for the auction dinner at $10.00 each. You can be sure
to sit with friends and family this way. Raffle tickets will also be on sale for the four
baskets listed above. (See page 5 in the Horizon for more about the Auction.)




Joining the Fight Against
Poverty

One of the most important lessons you can teach your teen is to care for the poor and needy. The
problem is that many people view the poor in a much different light than God does. Deuteronomy 15:11
says, "There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward

your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land."

How do you teach this lesson to your teen? The greatest way to teach about poverty is to experience
poverty. Most teens have seen poor people on the street or on a news program, however, most
experience these scenes while in the air-conditioned car or on a comfortable sofa while watching TV.
Consider volunteering your time (with your teen) to Zion’s Habitat for Humanity project. Experiencing

something like this with your teen will be life-changing for your whole
family.

Others ways Zion reaches out to combat poverty on a local level is to
make care packages of non-perishable food items and toiletries to give to
the poor. Zion has also been a part of Kent’'s Homeless Outreach
Mobilization Effort (H.O.M.E.).

Teens also love to give to a specific need, name, and face.
Organizations such as Compassion International (compassion.com) and
World Vision (worldvision.com) allow your family to give support to a
specific child. You learn a little about their family and what your money is
doing to help this child with the daily necessities of life.

While we are still on this earth, there will always be the poor. One of
the best ways to help teach your teen about the poor is to show them how

to do something to help them. It teaches them to follow scripture as well as taking the focus off of
themselves and putting it where it needs to be...on others. We must be proactive in creating a generation

of givers.
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Here is another website to help teens get
involved with the fight against poverty:

Make Poverty History/ONE Campaign: 'Make
Poverty History' and the ONE Campaign are both
movements encompassed by the 'Global Call to
Action Against Poverty' network of organizations.
They are primarily aimed toward teenagers and
young adults, and have the support of many
celebrities, including Bono and Brad Pitt. Both
campaigns work to increase awareness of global
poverty. (makepovertyhistory.org)

Don’t forget Zion’s partnership with
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity!
Come hear a representative from Habitat for
Humanity speak at Zion on March 15", during the
education hour. Folks of all ages can be
involved. Think about ways you and your family
can be a part of this ministry that serves those in
need. Can you swing a hammer? Paint a wall?
Pack lunches for the work crew? Stay tuned for
more information about how YOU can be
involved! (Also, see page 1 of the Horizon.)
Learn more at www.thriventbuilds.com, or
www.seattle-habitat.org.

Senior High Ministries

T

Interestedin joining a small group?There are adgw
spots open for senior high youth who would like to bg
part of this ministry. Come, discover the gift of
becoming part of a Small Group where you can wres
with tough issues, pray, and interactll the while
growing in your faith. Questions@all Debbie Boycat
the church office, or email,lgnnboyce@comcast.net.
Evening Worship Service March 15tftan to join us
for an evening of reflection, prayer, song and
communion. A monetary offering will be taken to go
G261 NRa& %A 2y Qahriteht Bliidg SitdE |
Habitat for Humanity The evening will begin with
dinner at 5:30, then worship at 6:15.

NOTE: If you (teens) want to help at the service

please contact Debbie Boyce at the church office
Sunday Schodh the Faith Café:: Each ele Shirlene
Young and Patti Petrut will be facilitating class
beginning at 10am after Gathering. Some things to
g GOK FT2NRKabk RIWRt 1p3ISa 7
representative from Habitat for Humanity.
Lenten Wednesday evening servic&e a part of
Wednesday evening soup suppers, beginning at 6pn|
and evening worship at 7pm. Bring your family and
friendd



http://www.thriventbuilds.com/
http://www.seattle-habitat.org/

During the month of March the
Confirmation youth will be studying
Jesusd Death and Ré¢g
Mrs. Hanson ; and the book of Acts and
the Early church with Pastor Shaw . As
we enter the season of Lent this is a
great time to reflect on what Christ has
done for us and how we spread The
Word like the early Christians.

Do you love that feeling of being filled
with The Word when you leave ch urch
on Sunday? Now you can feel like that
on Wednesdays too! You are invited to
attend Lenten services on Wednesday
nights at 7:00 starting March 4th . This
is also a great way to catch up on
worship service and sermon note

requirements.

Mark your
calendars!
Good Friday
Lock-in!
Sign-up in
e GOOD FRIDAY
FaithAlive! House. We will spend time
serving our neighbors, praising God
and calling upon the Lord in prayer.
(We will cover some of wee hour
prayers of the Good Friday Prayer
Vigil.)

PRAY THAT:

1. God will help your family find a tangible way to meet the
needs of the poor here in the United States and around the
world.

2. Your teen will have an aware and thankful heart for ALL
the many blessings they have and are yet to receive from
the Lord.

3. Your family will not see someone in need as worthless or
unlovable, but will see them as valuable and lovable.

4. God will show your family ways to use your gifts with
Zion's Habitat for Humanity mission work.

of the month

"When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap
to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings
of your harvest. Do not go over your vineyard a
second time or pick up the grapes that have fallen.
Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD
your God." Leviticus 19:9-10

Leviticus was written to the Jews to set God's people apart
from the world. He spoke about many personal, social, and
relational issues, and, of course, He focused on taking care
of the poor. We are a blessed nation and people which God
continues to allow to reap a harvest of this land. We should
remind our teens and our family of this every day. But as
we harvest, God gives specific instructions that we are not
to keep all of His blessings for ourselves. The Jews were to
leave the very edges of their field and to not pick up the
grapes that fell. Why? So that the poor could come and
pick the grain and gather the grapes themselves. As
parents, pray that God will help your teen truly understand
that it is much better to give than it is to receive.

W
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11:00 am Worship service.

March 4™: Soup Suppers and Holden Evening Prayer Services begin. Dinner is at

6:00 and worship starts at 7:00. Bring the whole family!

+ March 15™: First Communion classes begin. Classes will be held in the choir
room and we invite parents to join us.

t March 15™: Evening Worship. Dinner at 5:30 and Worship at 6:15.

I+ March 26"™: Seder Dinner for First Communion participants and their families.

t March 29": Celebrating First Communion for the 2" grade students at the

+  April 26"™: CYFM Auction and Dinner. See page 5 of the Horizon for more details.




